Annual Maintenance Work at Venus Pool

To prepare the reserve for winter, we will be undertaking our regular autumn maintenance work at Venus Pool from Monday 5th to Wednesday 7th October 2026.

The reserve will remain open during these three days, but there will inevitably be some disturbance. If work is taking place on the accessible parts of the reserve, please stay well clear of those areas. If you would like to help with this work, please join us from 10:00 am onwards. Please bring appropriate footwear, working gloves, and tools such as loppers or bow saws if you have them.

Other Management Work

In addition to the autumn maintenance, we are planning to replace the ramps leading up to the Memorial and North Hides, and undertake a major programme of willow scrub management. Both projects will be completed by contractors.

Hide Closures: The ramp replacements will require the temporary closure of the Memorial and North Hides. This will likely take place in November, and we will announce the exact dates as soon as they are confirmed.

Grassland Restoration: The area immediately north of the pool was originally created as species-rich wet grassland using green hay from the Mottey Meadows National Nature Reserve in Staffordshire. A diverse grassland developed here, featuring species such as the Marsh Orchid, Great Burnet, and Meadow Thistle and became an important feeding area for Snipe. However, willow scrub has since invaded the area, shading out many of these characteristic species where it is at its densest. The scrub colonised for a variety of reasons, beginning during COVID-19 when we were unable to undertake routine management.

While willow scrub will still remain plentiful across the reserve, the species-rich grassland is a more ecologically valuable habitat, and it is vital that we restore it. Unfortunately, the willow has grown to such an extent that it is now beyond the scope of our volunteer group to clear. However, the group should be able to maintain the area once the initial restoration is complete.
Although the contractors will be using machinery and chainsaws, and burning the cut material, the work will be far enough from the pool to avoid causing too much disturbance to the wildlife. Once the project is complete, we expect the grassland to recover beautifully and be fully visible from the hides.

