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Shropshire Ornithological Society Annual General Meeting 

The 67th AGM of the Society will be held on Wednesday 5th April 2023 at Bayston Hill 
Memorial Hall at 7.15pm 

Nominations for Officers and Management Board Members must be made in 
writing to the Secretary, by any two Members of the Society, at least 14 days 
prior to the AGM. Any items notified to the Secretary for inclusion on the AGM 
Agenda are to be in accordance with Rule 7 of the Constitution. 

Mim Elliot-Smith 
Honorary Secretary 

Shropshire Ornithological Society 2005 
Annual General Meeting 2023 

Company Limited by Guarantee No.  5322294 
Registered Charity No. 1108166 

Wednesday 5th April 2023 
Bayston Hill Memorial Hall  

(immediately following the Annual General Meeting of Shropshire 
Ornithological Society to be held at 7.15 p.m. and prior to the indoor 

meeting) 

Agenda 

1. Apologies for Absence. 
2. Minutes of the Meeting held on 6th April 2022 
3. Matters Arising. 
4. Presentation and Approval of the Accounts for the year ended 31st 

December 2022. 
5. Appointment of Directors. 

Miss S.M. Brealey and Messrs. A.J. Arnfield and C.J. Whittles 
retire by rotation and being eligible offer themselves for re-
election. 

6. Appointment of Independent Examiner.  
It is proposed by the Board that James F. Baillie be re-
appointed for 2023.  

7. Any Other Business. 
 

Brian Andrews  
Company Secretary  
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Vacancy – Position of SOS Chair 

I will be standing down as SOS Chair at the forthcoming AGM in April. Hence, 
we are seeking a new person to be elected to the post.  
 
If you would be interested in this opportunity, please contact, in writing, SOS 
Secretary Mim Elliot-Smith (secretary@shropshirebirds.co.uk) by noon, Friday 
24th March  2023, with your name and contact details, along with the same 
information for two other SOS members willing to nominate you. Self-
nominations are acceptable.  
 
I am happy to try to answer any questions you may have about the position at 
arnfield.2@osu.edu (preferred) or 01694 724 170.  
 
Please help your society to continue to function efficiently and to offer the full 
range of services to which you are used by putting yourself forward for this 
position. Thank you. 

John Arnfield 
(Chair, Shropshire Ornithological Society) 

The SOS and the Future of County Ornithology 

Some of us were fortunate enough to attend the indoor meeting on 4th January 
“Youth Engagement in Ornithology” presentations by Ellie Micklewright, Siân 
Mercer & Josh Hill.  We were treated to a trio of presentations which were 
enlightening and thoroughly professional in their delivery. The audience was 
comprised of people most of whom were in age approaching or exceeding half 
a century older than the speakers. The meeting was thus a salutary wake-up 
call and has prompted me to wonder – how does birding and ornithology move 
into new generations, with 21st century aspirations, lifestyles, and technology, 
not least in Shropshire? 
 
The objectives of the SOS, probably broadly in common with all county bird 
clubs, are: 
 

• to encourage the study and protection of birds in Shropshire and 
elsewhere 

• to organise a wide range of activities and produce publications with 
this objective and to co-operate with other bodies with similar aims. 

  
Top of that list is encouragement, which must mean especially for new 
generations, but we face challenges. John Arnfield, in his introduction that 
evening, pointed out that when he was the age of the presenters and went to 

mailto:secretary@shropshirebirds.co.uk
mailto:arnfield.2@osu.edu
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similar bird club meetings perhaps a third of members there were of his 
generation. That is certainly not the case at SOS indoor meetings these days. 
 
Should we try to address that imbalance and how?  If we agree that it is a 
‘problem’, how do we address it and make the changes which will encourage 
birding to prosper? What is the future of the SOS if we don’t? National 
membership of the RSPB is at a high, greater than any political party, and 
membership of the SOS, also rising in the last few years, currently mails to 
680 addresses. 
 
A lot has changed since we were young and getting into birdwatching. There 
is little about natural history in the school curriculum these days, fewer local 
clubs such as the Young Ornithologists’ Club (YOC) to nurture enthusiasm 
(two young birdwatchers from the thriving YOC group in Pontesbury in the 
1980s went on to work in conservation) and of course there is the draw of 
social media.   
 
To me ‘birdwatcher’ has always sounded incredibly boring, and I always deny 
being one and ‘twitching’ is a rather specialist subset for later life and more 
experienced birders.  Birder seems to be in use these days: so how do we 
promote birding? 
 
It was interesting to hear each speaker begin with an account of how they 
were first turned on to birds and the examples were, I’m sure, recognised by 
everyone in the audience: as for probably all of us, doubtless with all hobbies, 
some particular event, place, or perhaps an individual person or bird.  This 
relates to one of the things that the SOS can do – we should offer more of 
such opportunities, especially to the young. 
 
The BTO, for whom I have the greatest respect, has been addressing this 
subject for several years, concerned for the future of birds and birding, and 
has developed a Youth Engagement Strategy. Through a Youth Advisory 
Panel of young members, the BTO integrates their ideas into its wider work 
and supports a network of Youth Representatives.  
 
There is a Youth Advisory Programme (YAP) https://www.bto.org/about-
bto/governance-accounts/youth-advisory-panel) and their system of individual 
involvement for example through Youth Representatives 
(https://www.bto.org/community/regional-network/bto-youth-representatives).  
 
Sian and Josh are currently BTO Youth Representatives for Shropshire and 
Ellie was until very recently. Siân was winner of BTO Marsh Award in 2021. 
The BTO also organises Bird Camps and a Youth Summit, all encouraging 

https://www.bto.org/about-bto/governance-accounts/youth-advisory-panel
https://www.bto.org/about-bto/governance-accounts/youth-advisory-panel
https://www.bto.org/community/regional-network/bto-youth-representatives
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young people to become interested and where appropriate involved in further 
developments. 
 
Without staff with the responsibility and time to manage youth matters on 
anything resembling the BTO’s scale, what can SOS do to make it more 
inclusive? 
 
There are of course real opportunities to address; here are a few suggestions 
for our membership to contemplate: 

 
Clearly, we would need to put effort and resources into the endeavour as a 
Society such as finding group leaders, tutors and getting the necessary 
Disclosures and Barring Service clearances.  Surely, though, this would 
invigorate our work and make our objectives sustainable. 

John Tucker 

• For young people, money is often an issue. The Society could 

offer to extend the free membership for those under 17 years of 

age, to all in full-time education. 

• Binoculars are expensive.  We could offer, say, 70% grants 

towards binoculars valued at up to £150 to applicants showing 

real interest. 

• Transport. Travel around Shropshire’s dispersed birding spots is 

never easy even for those with vehicles, and public transport is 

almost no help.  Should the Society offer field trips around the 

county by minibus? 

• The existing monthly field trips might be more widely promoted 

and perhaps include special guidance for beginners, a trip 

mentor and guide on the day. 

• Guided and tutored events at, for example, Venus Pool and 

Wood Lane might engender young nature enthusiasts, as would 

bird ringing demonstrations. 

• Encouraging teachers to promote wildlife and birding, integrating 

such activities into the current curriculum, may reduce their 

workload. 

• Mentoring young people in Breeding Bird Survey work may 

stimulate those with a spark of interest into meaningful careers. 
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Passion is a Superpower! 

All of the birds that need our buildings 
for breeding are now red listed – i.e., of 
highest conservation concern. Some 
species are resident (House Sparrow 
and Starling), but others are summer 
migrants (House Martin and Swift) who 
are facing increasingly difficult journeys 
from Africa.  But one problem that they 
are all facing is loss of nesting 
opportunities as we destroy years old 
nesting sites by demolishing buildings 
(e.g., old warehouses) and renovating 
our houses to current standards thereby 
removing all the nooks and crannies that allow House Sparrows, Starlings, 
and Swifts access to our eaves. Additionally, we are building super-sealed 
houses with no room for wildlife – House Martins struggle to find suitable 
gables under which to build their nests, and they also struggle to find sources 
of mud as land is drained and ponds removed. 

Swift enthusiasts across the country have been campaigning for several years 
for the inclusion of Swift bricks in new builds and are making progress as 
several local authorities are now adding them as a condition in planning 
decisions.  Here in Shropshire, we are seeing Shropshire Council requiring the 
installation of Swift bricks - this new church in Oswestry has Swift bricks 
installed (as well as provision for bats). The same builders are also including 
Swift bricks in new housing being built in West Felton 

We are also seeing some of the major developers including Swift bricks in new 
housing that is being built – however this currently tends to be more 
successful in some regions than others and is a bit of a hit and miss affair 
often relying on local Swift activists to press for their inclusion. Barratts Bristol 
are installing Swift bricks in large developments in Swindon and for several 
years the Duchy of Cornwall’s projects, mainly in the southwest, have included 
Swift bricks as standard.  Research has shown that they are quickly used by 
birds – often House Sparrows are the first occupants but Nuthatches, Blue Tits 
and even House Martins have been seen using Swift bricks which provide a 
universal solution for small, cavity-nesting birds.  Much work has been done in 
recent years to ensure that these are the correct size for the bricks used in UK 
buildings and compromise neither the integrity nor appearance of the building 
https://www.actionforswifts.com/ 
 

https://www.actionforswifts.com/
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But we need this to become a standard across the UK – not the current 
patchwork of local authorities and or developers that we currently have. 
 

She says: - 

“The Feather Speech is a collaboration of leading scientists and world-

renowned artists coming together for Swifts who are facing national extinction. 

Behind the theatre of the launch, where I delivered a speech at Speakers’ 

Corner and proceeded to Downing Street with a non-disruptive crowd, 

unclothed, painted from neck to toe in ink feathers, there is a reasonable, 

scientific request. At its core, the campaign features a petition that addresses 

the need for ‘urgent action’ to help these iconic birds. 

 The petition asks for Swift bricks to be made compulsory across new housing 

in Britain. This measure would help not just Swifts, but three other red-listed 

birds: House Sparrows, House Martins and Starlings. Development is causing 

biodiversity loss, and these birds are on the red list because of us, yet they 

Hannah Bourne-Taylor author and conservationist launched The Feather 
Speech - a national campaign for Swifts in London on 5th November. 
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are not included in the Biodiversity Net Gain. The petition needs 100,000 

signatures to reach Parliamentary debate and the deadline is 30th April 2023.  

Don’t sign because I ask. Sign because Swifts can’t. Sign because 

#EveryBirdCounts.” 

The petition 
quickly 
reached 
10,000 
signatures and 
a written 
response has 

been received – but for a debate 
in Parliament we need to see 100 
000 signatures. Oh – you might 
say – these petitions don’t make 
any difference. But they do – 
already some local authorities 
have passed the motion 
requested in the petition as a 
direct result of the campaign and 
it has also sparked a national 

conversation increasing awareness of these birds in communities across 
Britain.  
 
Petitions are one of the few ways that we can bring matters that concern us to 
the attention of Government and get them debated.  The Swift Champion MP, 
Kerry McCarthy, will speak in any debate, as will Caroline Lucas MP. 
Hannah has kicked off the campaign in a truly innovative and inspiring style 
and continues to generate as much media coverage as possible, the MPs are 
waiting for the opportunity to speak.  It just needs many more people to sign 
the petition to ensure that this happens.  All you need to do is sign the petition 
and ask friends, family, and anyone you know to sign too.   
Please make any other groups you are a member of aware of this initiative – 
Swifts continue to decline at 5% a year so as Hannah says “Don’t sign 
because I ask. Sign because Swifts can’t. Sign because #EveryBirdCounts.’ 

Peta Sams 
Shropshire Swift Group 

Photos: Ruotong Zhou and Hugh Warwick 
Join us on Facebook - 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshireswiftgroup/ 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/shropshireswiftgroup/
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John Hugh Owen’s Lantern 
Slides and the Last Breeding  

Red-backed Shrikes 

Back in July I received an email “I have 
some magic lantern slides of birds that I 
think were done by John Owen. I was 
given them by Miss Peele of Old House 
Dogpole in the 1960s. Could they be of 
interest to anybody?” It was from David 
Shiress in Portsmouth. I replied at once 
that I was in interested and after a few 
exchanges David kindly sent to me a 
parcel of 80mm square glass slides, very 
carefully wrapped. I was reminded of the 
photographs by Francis Pitt (1888-1964), 
taken in 1949/50, which surfaced in 2018 
(“Shropshire’s Eric Hosking” The 
Buzzard 252:13-14). 
 
Miss Peele was at one stage very involved with the SOS, and five pages of 
obituaries of John Owen appeared in the Caradoc and Severn Valley Field 
Club Transactions in 1957:141-45; they are available on Histo 
http://histo.shropshirebirds.com/caradocTRAN/sos-caradoc1957-.html, with a 
list of his publications.  Suffice to say here that John Hugh Owen (1877-1959) 

Figure 1.  Owen the maths 
teacher 

Figure 2.  Owen, right, leading a Caradoc and Severn 
Valley Field Club field trip in 1951. 

http://histo.shropshirebirds.com/caradocTRAN/sos-caradoc1957-.html
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was a diligent fieldworker. He was expert in nest-finding and a keen egg-
collector, as were many people in his times. Owen had a collection of over 
6,100 eggs, including for example 122 Cuckoo eggs in clutches of 17 species 
of foster, left to the Essex Field Club Museum, before he retired to 
Llanymynech. 
 
Owen taught maths at Felsted School in Essex for 32 years. Fig. 1 pictures 
him at around that time. We also have the image in Fig. 2 of him leading a 
Caradoc and Severn Valley Field Club field visit to Llanymynech in 1951, aged 
74, in which we might see the “rather grumpy” man referred to in an obituary - 
but the ageing process pays us few compliments. The second image is from 
his time in retirement in Llanymynech.  He was born at Kinton, Nesscliffe, not 
far away. 
  
From Owen’s photographs I have 
here chosen two. Fig. 3 is a male 
Red-backed Shrike, complete with a 
highlight glint in the eye, with food 
and probably at a nest in a young 
Hawthorn. In Owen’s time Red-
backed Shrikes were breeding 
locally and he studied them, 
publishing his work in British Birds. 
Reg Harrison (1969) refers to Owen, 
who "showed the writer and a friend 
what must have been the last three 
nests and eggs of Red-backed 
Shrikes to breed in Shropshire - on 
Llynclys Hill … almost a stone's 
throw of each other" in 1945 or ‘46. 
While there is no indication of 
precisely where the Shrike was 
photographed it is not too fanciful to 
imagine that it might be an image of one of the last of its kind breeding in the 
county. There is one other shrike picture among the images. 
 
Fig. 4 (page 12) is a Lapwing at the nest, possibly brooding young, chosen 
because of the low angle, the camera possibly on the ground and with field-
edge trees in the background - a novel approach at such an early stage of bird 
photography. 
Appearing on the other slides which I have are Cuckoo with? Dunnock host 
(9), Great-crested Grebe at the nest (4), Mistle Thrush at the nest (3), Barn 
Owl young (2), Warbler at nest (2) and one each of Green Woodpecker, 
Carrion Crow (J), Little Grebe at nest, Spotted Flycatcher with young, a 

Figure 3. Male Red-backed 
Shrike at nest, possibly at 
Llanymynech. From lantern 
slide by Owen. 
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hedgehog and one of a small pile of sticks which must have been of some 
significance in Owen’s lantern-slide lectures! 
 
I wonder where the photographs 
were taken. They may all date to 
before his retirement to 
Llanymynech. The Essex Naturalist 
in 1915 (18:200) describes him 
delivering a lecture about the 
breeding habits of the 
Sparrowhawk with over 150 lantern 
slides so he was evidently finding 
time for both serious fieldwork and 
photography. As for the Red-
backed Shrike image, if he retired 
aged 65 then he might have moved 
to Shropshire around 1942 and 
since the last Red-backed Shrikes nested at Llanymynech in 1945 or ’46 he 
could have made the featured image near Llanymynech. 
 
My thanks go to David Shiress for contacting me and Gareth Thomas for 
preparing digital images from the glass slides. 
References 
Harrison, R. (1969).  Shropshire Bird Report 1969:8 

Rookery Workers Please Note 

Around 100 members, and others, helped to resurvey the county’s rookeries 
during 2019-21, an initially one-year project extended thanks to COVID-19.  It 
has taken me the last two autumn/winter desk-periods to complete a review of 
all the maps and the numbers and I closed the final and rather large 
spreadsheet in early February. 
 
There are trends in the data from 1975, 2008 and 2019-21 and before, and I 
have begun to tease out the details.  Suffice to say here that the county list of 
known rookeries, ever, is currently 937 of which 390 were active in the ‘19-’21 
surveys, and there have been long-term declines. 
 
A full report will be published in due course, at least one in the next annual 
Shropshire Bird Report.  Meanwhile my repeated thanks to everyone who 
helped collect the data – the fieldwork would have been impossible without 
you. 

John Tucker 
 

Figure 4. Lapwing on nest. From 
lantern slide by Owen 
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SOS Save our Curlews Campaign 

The last issue of the Buzzard 
summarised the results of project work 
in 2022. The Upper Clun, Clee Hill and 
Strettons area Community Wildlife 
Groups (CWG) worked with the SOS 
Save our Curlews campaign, to find 
nests, protect them with electric fences, 
and radio-tag and track chicks, to find 
out what happens to them. Failure of 
chicks to fledge is a major cause of the 
decline, and we need a better 
understanding of the reasons so we can 
develop effective conservation 
measures.  
 
We have analysed the results of the Campaign and project work since it 
started in 2018. In summary, fencing nests is effective, saving 74% of all 
fenced nests from predation. However, once chicks leave the protection of the 
fence, within 36 hours of hatching, they are vulnerable to predation, and most 
last for less than eight days. 

 
A report of the Campaign 2018-22, and project work over the same 

period, can be found on the SOS website. 
 www.shropshirebirds.com/save-our-curlews/ 

 

A letter outlining our results was published in the January issue 
of British Birds. 

This too can be found on the SOS website. 
 

Community Wildlife Group surveys 

There are 10 Community Wildlife Groups altogether, including the three that 
have been directly involved in the SOS Campaign. They all monitor their local 
Curlew populations (around 100 pairs each year) and have done so since 
before the SOS Campaign started. Between them they cover more than three-
quarters of the county population.  

Plans for 2023 

It is vital that we continue with the project work, if we are to have any chance 
of halting the decline. 
 

© Celia Todd 

http://www.shropshirebirds.com/save-our-curlews/
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We want to see if project work finds the same disastrous productivity results in 
all parts of the county, so in 2023 we will undertake project work in the 
Strettons area, so we have three years data for that area, but we will also start 
work in the north-west, around Oswestry (Tanat to Perry and Three Parishes 
CWG areas) and perhaps in the Severn-Vyrnwy Confluence. 
 
Further information can be found about the work of the Campaign and Appeal, 
current plans, and reasons for the decline, on the SOS website.  

Save our Curlews Campaign Appeal 

We have raised most of the money we need to carry out the project work in 
these areas in 2023, from SOS itself, donations to the Appeal, and some 
grants, but we still need to raise a few thousand pounds more to do all that we 
would like to. 
 

SOS members, volunteers in Community Wildlife Groups, and the 
general public 

 are therefore encouraged to donate to the SOS Appeal, if they feel able 
to. 

Bird Surveys in 2023 

The 10 Community Wildlife Groups will all continue with their bird surveys to 
monitor the Curlew population, and several other target species. These 
surveys locate the Curlew breeding territories for the nest-finders in the project 

The Campaign leaflet is included in this Buzzard 
mailing, along with the donations page. It can 

also be viewed or downloaded on the SOS 
website. 

 
If, like us, you think that Shropshire will be a 
much poorer place without Curlews, please 

support the appeal. 
 

If you know anyone else who might donate, 
please pass the Appeal leaflet on to them. 
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areas and provide evidence of the lack of breeding success across the rest of 
the county, so they are vitally important. A map showing the areas covered by 
each group, overlain on the Curlew breeding distribution map from the 2008-
13 Bird Atlas, can be found on the SOS website.  
 
More information about each CWG, a map showing the area covered by each 
CWG, and the results of their individual bird surveys, can be found elsewhere 
on CWGs website, www.ShropsCWGs.org.uk 
 
All the Groups need more helpers, please. We are particularly keen to recruit 
helpers around Oswestry, to locate territories for the nest-finding project, 
which will operate in that area for the first time. 
 
Each CWG is planning to hold a Bird Group meeting next February or March 
to plan the survey. The 10 Community Wildlife Group areas, together with the 
date of their planned meetings, are: - 
 

Formation Date Venue 

Upper Onny Monday 13th 
March 

Bishop’s Castle Town Hall 

Upper Clun no meeting Contact Leo Smith  

Clee Hill Monday 20th 
March 

Recreation Rooms, 22A, 
Clee Hill High Street 

Rea Valley Tuesday 21st 
March 

Minsterley Village Hall 

Camlad Valley Tuesday 14th 
March 

The Horse and Jockey, 
Chirbury Road, Churchstoke 

Strettons area, a joint 
meeting with Church 
Stretton SOS branch 

Wednesday 
22nd March 

Methodist Church Hall, 
Watling St., Church Stretton 

Three Parishes (Weston 
Rhyn, St. Martin’s and 
Gobowen) 

- no meeting Contact Leo Smith 

   

Tanat to Perry Oswestry 
south 

Wednesday 1st 
March 

Morda Social Club, Pleasant 
View SY10 9NS 

Severn-Vyrnwy 
Confluence 

Tuesday, 28th 
February 

Alberbury Village Hall 
contact Tony Comley 07940 
817300 or email 
svccwg@shropscwgs.org.uk 

Abdon Wednesday 
22nd February 

Abdon Village Hall 

 

http://www.shropscwgs.org.uk/
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To volunteer to help with one of the CWG surveys next year, come to the 
meeting, contact the relevant group via this website, or email Leo Smith 
(leo@leosmith.org.uk). 

Getting Involved 

SOS members, and other keen birders, are invited to help with several 
projects and surveys in the 2023 field season. Everyone welcome!!! If you 
want to help with any of them, look on the appropriate website, or contact Leo 
Smith leo@leosmith.org.uk 01694 720296.  

Community Wildlife Group Curlew Surveys 

The foundation of the Save our Curlews campaign (see page 15) is the 
location of territories by Community Wildlife Group (CWG) surveyors. The 
survey involves three visits of about three hours each, around 1st April, 1st 
May, and mid-June. See www.ShropsCWGs.org.uk. 

All the groups need more helpers, 
and SOS members will be especially welcome. 

Other Breeding Birds of Conservation Concern in Shropshire – see page 20 

Red Grouse Survey 

Counts will take place on the Long Mynd every Thursday evening between 
30th March and 11th May, from 90 minutes before sunset until 15 minutes after 
it. Please volunteer even if Thursdays are difficult, as counts are often 
cancelled because of bad weather, and re-arranged for a Monday or Tuesday. 
 
This year’s survey is especially important, as we need to know if the 
substantial die-back of the heather has affected the population, and surveys 
for the last two years have been disrupted by bad weather, so it hasn’t been 
possible to produce a reliable population estimate. 
 
Most territories are within sight and hearing distance of the road along the top, 
between the Gliding Station and the Shooting Box car park. The display flight 
is noisy, conspicuous, and unmistakeable, and can be observed over long 
distances, so this is a suitable project for anyone interested in birds or 
conservation.  No special knowledge or skills are needed. A Project Briefing 
meeting will be held for new participants on Thursday, 23rd March, at 7.30pm 
at the National Trust Tearoom in Cardingmill Valley, and there will be a 
practical on-the-job training session, explaining how to go about the survey, 
and record what you see, on the first date, 30th March.  
Further Information (and participants’ form) from shropscwgs.org.uk/strettons-
area-wildlife-group/long-mynd-red-grouse-project/  or Joe Gomme 

mailto:leo@leosmith.org.uk
mailto:leo@leosmith.org.uk
http://shropscwgs.org.uk/strettons-area-wildlife-group/long-mynd-red-grouse-project/
http://shropscwgs.org.uk/strettons-area-wildlife-group/long-mynd-red-grouse-project/
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(joegomme@gmail.com). If you’ve done it before, you will be contacted 
directly. 

Long Mynd Breeding Bird Survey 

The National Trust is recruiting volunteers to help with a survey of the main 
upland species (including Snipe, Curlew, Grey Wagtail, Tree Pipit, Redstart, 
Whinchat, Stonechat, Wheatear and Reed Bunting). Maps are provided, and 
surveyors mark on them the location of each of the target species seen, and a 
code (similar to Bird Atlas codes) indicating the activity and level of breeding 
evidence observed. 
 
Records of Whinchat will be particularly useful, as they will be passed on to 
help a separate conservation project, which involves finding nests, recording 
habitat in detail, and colour-ringing adults and chicks. 
 
Surveyors take on one of the main valleys and the immediately adjacent 
plateau, and cover it thoroughly at least three, preferably five, times between 
the very beginning of May and the end of June. It involves walking on sheep 
tracks on the valley sides, as well as footpaths, so a good level of fitness is 
needed. 

Red Kite 

The Raptor Group is still trying to find all Kite nests, primarily to look for wing-
tags on breeding birds. In 2022, 57 nests were monitored, and 11 more pairs 
were found; 38 of these nests produced at least 66 fledged young, the highest 
number yet. Eight breeding Kites had wing-tags, seven of which were read. A 
report will be on the SOS website shortly. Each tag is unique, and the colours 
and letters or numbers tell us the bird’s age, and its natal site. Reports are 
wanted, please, of a pair together in spring, or displaying, or one carrying 
sticks, or seen several times in the same place, or going into a wood, any time 
between February and June. Reports of wing-tagged birds at any time are 
wanted too, please. Photographers are requested to check their Kite photos 
for wing-tags. All reports will be treated in absolute confidence. Kites are very 
shy, and they are legally protected. It is an offence to disturb them, but this 
monitoring is carried out under licence. 

Other Raptors 

The Shropshire Raptor Group wants to recruit experienced bird watchers who 
have the necessary identification skills to find Goshawk, Hobby, and Kestrel, 
and who have the commitment and time to be able to search for nest sites, 
monitor them and record the outcomes. If you’re interested, please ask for 
details of how to apply. 

mailto:joegomme@gmail.com
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Breeding Birds of Conservation Concern in Shropshire and  
Species Recovery Action Plans 

Previous issues of The Buzzard have 
reported that SOS has adopted the 
Red and Amber lists of Breeding Birds 
of Conservation Concern in Shropshire, 
based on evidence of local long-term 
decline published in The Birds of 
Shropshire (2019). There are 32 
species on the Red List, and 17 on the 
Amber List – 49 in total. The lists, the 
criteria used to determine them, and 
the Action Plans to help their recovery, 
can be found on the SOS website, 
www.shropshirebirds.com/species-
recovery/ 

Systematic Fieldwork and Surveying 

We are now looking for lots of volunteers to help with detailed systematic 
survey work in the coming breeding season on specific species or sites. 
Please note that systematic means it has to be done to a method set out by 
the Species Champion or other Survey Co-ordinator. It doesn’t mean that it’s 
difficult or takes a lot of time!!! The Champion will provide the necessary 
guidance and recording instructions. 
 
Immediate needs, in the early part of spring 2023, are: - 
 

• Curlew, in all 10 of the Community Wildlife Group areas. (see Save our 

Curlews on page 15-) 

• Wood Warbler – suitable woodland throughout the county such as at 

Brown Clee, Bucknell Wood, Bury Ditches, Candy Valley, Clunton 

Coppice, Dowles Brook area of the Wyre Forest, Mortimer Forest, The 

Ercall, The Wrekin and Whitcliffe. 

• Willow and Marsh Tit, mainly in March in woodland across the county, 

using a tape recording to attract a response. 

• Grasshopper Warbler, at sites across the county in late April. 

• Swift, locating nest sites, mainly in urban areas. The hour before sunset 

during June and July is usually most productive. A volunteer to co-

ordinate survey work in each town with old buildings would be extremely 

useful. 

http://www.shropshirebirds.com/species-recovery/
http://www.shropshirebirds.com/species-recovery/
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• Lapwing, Kestrel, Cuckoo, Tree Pipit, Meadow Pipit, Wheatear Whinchat, 

and other listed species in some areas, also on Community Wildlife 

Group surveys. 

• Kestrel, Cuckoo, Tree Pipit, Wheatear, Whinchat, Grey Wagtail on Long 

Mynd Breeding Bird Surveys. (see “Getting Involved” page18) 

• A survey of all listed species on each of the larger SWT reserves – if you 

live near one of these reserves, and visit it regularly, this might be ideal 

for you. 

 
This list will be added to as the Action Plans develop. The up-to-date list can 
be found on the website.  
 
If you know which species you want to help with, contact the Species 
Champion directly through the email address on the website.  
 
If you want to help by surveying a specific site (your choice - not necessarily 
one of those listed above) or want to be offered opportunities that reflect your 
general interest or near where you live, please contact Jonathan Groom 
(bto.shropshire@gmail.com) with a note of the interest, species and / or sites 
that you want to help survey.  

Casual Records - Every member can help 

Casual records can add a lot to our knowledge, so we hope all members of 
SOS will seek out these species and submit reports which include counts and 
evidence of breeding behaviour. Please send such records to the Champion in 
the first instance. They will be passed on to the County Bird Recorder at the 
end of the season, unless you also put it on BTO BirdTrack. 
 
If you only put it on BirdTrack, we won’t get it in time to do any useful follow-up 
during the breeding season. 
 
If you know of breeding sites for these species, in 2022 or in previous years, 
please let us know. 

 
Please help with this important project 

 Leo Smith 
SOS Species Recovery Working Party 

leo@leosmith.org.uk 
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Coach Trip for April 2023 

This is a reminder to advise you of the Coach Trip to Rutland Water on 
Sunday, 23rd April 2023, leaving the Shirehall at 8am. I am planning to go to 
the Anglian Water Birdwatching Centre in the morning and going to the 
Lyndon Visitor Centre in the afternoon in order to check out any Ospreys. 
Further details about costs for the coach and entry will be issued nearer the 
date of going. 
 
If anyone is interested, please contact me on the details below to book a 
place, and leaving their email address & contact phone number, hopefully a 
mobile. 
 
Thank you. 

Sue Brealey 
Email: fieldtrips@shropshirebirds.co.uk 

Mobile: 07713 164463 or Tel: 01939 262450 

Field Trip Reports 

   

Slimbridge Wetland Centre 

Sunday, 29th January 2023,  
This trip was rescheduled after having to cancel the meeting in December 
2022, due to extreme cold weather, which proved wise as there were several 
incidents which would have caused long delays. However, on this date, when 
all were gathered to get on the coach, the coach did not arrive. It turned out 
that due to a typo, there was an error.  
 
However, the group decided to go to Slimbridge anyway, by car, sharing as 
many members as possible. 
 
The group arrived at the appointed time, and after the non-members had paid 
for their entry, the group dispersed around the reserve to enjoy their day.  
 
After a coffee, I went to the Willow Hide with its feeding station and found Blue 
Tit, Great Tit, Dunnock, House Sparrow, Woodpigeon together with a couple 
of Grey Squirrel. It was disappointing that Water Rail were not present, 
although Moorhen were seen. After this I went to the South Lake Hide, where 
there were several new species to be added to the list, including Black-backed 
Gull, Herring Gull, and a couple of Lesser Black-backed Gull.  
 

mailto:fieldtrips@shropshirebirds.co.uk
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Whilst enjoying lunch, a flock of Lapwing ascended into the sky as a Curlew 
was seen amongst them. After some time and a short journey, I enjoyed 
watching and learning from the behaviour of the birds on the lake from the 
Peng Observatory. This included Bewick Swans scrambling under water in 
order to find some food and showing frustration as Pochard and Tufted Duck 
dived to eat these finds first. A couple of Crane crossed the lake, a lovely 
moment! Later on, flocks of Lapwing were seen fly up; disturbed by a raptor, 
unseen, followed by a large flock of Golden Plover. The Observatory 
eventually filled up prior to the feeding time towards sunset, and this daily 
event was enjoyed by all.  
 
Other members of the group spread across the rest of the reserve, and they 
kindly sent lists of the birds they had observed. These included the following: - 
Widgeon, a female Ruddy Shelduck, a Dark-bellied Brent Goose, a Ross’s 
Goose and White-fronted Goose, both Lesser and Greenland, Snipe, 
Redshank, Dunlin, and a Peregrine resting on a log in the river. A few of these 
species may have been part of the captive population, as it can be difficult to 
know if these are wild. As a result, amongst the group approximately 57, a 
really good species list. 
 
After the feeding, the group gradually collected in the car park, and prepared 
for the journey home, and it would seem that the group enjoyed their day. 
 

Sue Brealey 

Bird Notes 

October, November, December 2022 
Barnacle Goose One flew out of the roost at Venus Pool with a group 
of Canadas on 23rd Dec. Three were reported at Hawkstone Hall on 24th Dec. 
 
Pink-footed Goose An estimated 120 flew over Whixall Moss on 10th 
Oct, and one was present at Shavington Park on 27th Oct. 
 
Whooper Swan  Up to 24 were present in the Melverley area, between 
20th Nov and 29th Dec. 
 
Bewick’s Swan  Two adults were reported at The Mere, Ellesmere on 
14th Nov. 
 
Egyptian Goose Up to 15 (a probable county record) were counted at 
Chetwynd Pool during the quarter. A maximum of three were seen in the roost 
at Venus Pool between 2nd Oct – 8th Dec. 
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Shoveler   Reported throughout the period, the highest count 
came from Crose Mere, where 50 were present on 13th Dec. Other notable 
counts included The Mere, Ellesmere where 46 were seen on 31st Oct, and 
Whixall Floods where 24 were present on 18th Nov. 
 

Gadwall  The highest count came from Venus Pool where 24 
were present on 30th Nov and 3rd Dec.  11 were seen at Shavington Park on 
21st Oct.  
 
Wigeon   Good numbers were reported at several locations 
throughout the quarter. The highest count of 250 was recorded at Park Farm 
Floods on 21st Dec. 116 were at Venus Pool on 16th Nov and 100 at Crose Mere 
on 13th Dec. 
 

Pintail   The highest count was 24 at Whixall Floods on 5th 
Dec.  
 

Common Teal   Good numbers reported throughout the county. The 
highest counts came from Wall Farm where 220 were recorded on 20th Dec 
and Park Farm Floods produced 190 on 6th Dec. There were 150 at Whixall 
Floods on 26th Oct and 135 at Venus Pool on 17th Nov. 
 
Pochard  Seen from 16th Oct onwards with a maximum of nine 
at Venus Pool on 27th Nov. Five was present at Priorslee Lake on 13th Dec. 
 
Common Scoter Five were present all day on the fishing pool adjacent 
to Venus Pool on 20th Oct. 
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Goldeneye   The Mere, Ellesmere produced the first record of the 
quarter with a single on 20th Oct and subsequently 10 were seen there on 
30th Nov and 6th Dec.  Five were also present at Cole Mere on 20th Dec. 
 
Red Grouse  Seven records of up to four came from the Long 
Mynd and Stiperstones. 
 
Glossy Ibis  One was briefly present at Venus Pool on 2nd Nov. 
 
Cattle Egret  A single roosted overnight at The Mere, Ellesmere on 
6th – 7th Oct. 
 
Little Egret  Numerous records throughout the quarter, 
predominantly from Venus Pool where nine were present in the roost on 9th 
Oct. 
 
Great White Egret Up to three were seen at Venus Pool most days until 
18th Oct, then two until 3rd Nov. A single was seen thereafter until the end of 
Dec. Also reported at Wood Lane, Tittenley Pool, Shavington Park, Rodway 
Manor and Aston Locks. 
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Marsh Harrier   One or sometimes two were seen regularly at Whixall 
Moss between 9th Oct – 14th Nov. There were two records of a single at 
Whixall Floods on 5th & 15th Dec. Another was seen at Pepperhill Pool on 
21st Oct. 
 
Hen Harrier  Two were seen distantly at The Long Mynd on 6th 
Oct, then a single on 20th Oct. Whixall Moss produced another two sightings 
on 22nd & 29th Oct. Singles were then seen at Tugford on 1st Nov, Clee Burf 
on 19th Nov and a male near Wroxeter on 29th Dec. 
 
Golden Plover   The highest counts came from: the Long Mynd (250) 
on 16th Nov, Hollywaste (158) on 27th Nov and Lyth Hill (150) on 31st Oct. 
 
Curlew   Two long stayers at Venus Pool were joined by 
another two ringed birds. The first had a yellow Darvic ring bearing the letters 
LU, which was ringed in July 2018 at a site on the Stiperstones. The second 
one was wearing just a BTO metal ring which was decoded from numerous 
photographs taken. This Curlew was proven to be some 20 years old and was 
ringed at Wood Lane quarry before the dawn of colour rings (cover image). 
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Black-tailed Godwit Two records of singles came from Park Farm Floods 
on 14th Nov and Venus Pool on 3rd Dec. 
 
Curlew Sandpiper One was present at Bridgwalton Quarry on 9th Nov 
and another was reported at Wood Lane on 14th Nov. 
 
Dunlin   Most sightings came from Venus Pool in the second 
half of October when up to six were seen. One was present at Wood Lane on 
14th Nov. 
 
Common Sandpiper A single was reported at Venus Pool, on 2nd Oct. 
 
Green Sandpiper  Most records came from Venus Pool where up to 
three were present between 1st – 31st Oct. Singles were also seen at Lower 
Lees, Morville, Wood Lane, Holly Bank, Trefonen and near Pant. 
 
Redshank  Singles were present at Venus Pool on 14th Oct and 
4th Nov. 
 
Jack Snipe  Five records: two present at Cole Mere and Lyneal 
then singles at Whixall Moss, Bromfield, and Chelmarsh.  
 
Common Snipe Reported from numerous locations, the highest count 
came from Whixall Floods where 30 were present at Whixall Floods. 
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Kittiwake  A adult was present in the roost at The Mere, 
Ellesmere on 11th Nov. 
 
Black-headed Gull The largest roost gatherings came from The Mere, 
Ellesmere where an estimated 6,000 were present on 6th Dec and 2,000 on 
10th Nov. 
 
Little Gull  An adult was at The Mere, Ellesmere on 19th Nov. 
 
Common Gull   The first record came from The Mere, Ellesmere 
where three were present on 6th Oct. The highest count also came from there, 
when 250 were seen in the roost on 6th Dec. 
 
Great Black-backed Gull Three were present at Priorslee Lake on 19th Dec. 
 
Mediterranean Gull  1st calendar year birds were seen at Venus Pool on 
22nd Oct and The Mere, Ellesmere on 10th Nov. 
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Herring Gull   The highest count came from Priorslee Lake where 
130+ were present on 19th Dec. 100 were present at The Mere, Ellesmere on 
10th Nov. 
 
Caspian Gull  A 1cy bird was present at The Mere, Ellesmere on 6th 
Oct followed by an adult there on 20th Oct. More records came from Priorslee 
Lake on 7th, 16th, and 18th Dec. 
 
Yellow-legged Gull The highest count was 15 at The Mere Ellesmere on 
6th Oct. Other records came from there, plus Venus Pool, a site near Shifnal, 
Halesfield and Priorslee Lake. 
 
Azorean Yellow-legged Gull   This national rarity was a welcome visitor to 
the roost at The Mere, Ellesmere on the evenings of 10th – 11th Nov and gave 
excellent views in the fading light. A 3rd winter bird, a first for Shropshire and 
the fourth for Britain if accepted by the BB Rarities Committee!  

 
Lesser Black-backed Gull.  Good numbers at the usual roosts and locations.  
The Mere, Ellesmere produced four-figure counts in Oct / Nov and the 
highlight was an estimated 8,200 Lessers present in the roost on 3rd Oct. 
 
Arctic Tern  A storm-driven bird was present on a runway at RAF 
Shawbury on 2nd Nov. Clearly tired, it soon recovered and was seen to fly 
south at 09.20. 
 

Image John Martin 
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Barn Owl   Reported from 12 sites throughout the county during 
the period.  
 
Short-eared Owl Singles were reported at Hollywaste on 23rd Oct and 
Whixall Moss on 14th Nov. 
 
Little Owl   Reports during the quarter came from Wall Farm and 
Cockshutt. 
 
Merlin   Singles were seen at The Long Mynd, Whixall Moss, 
Ercall Heath and Hollywaste during the quarter. 
 
Hobby    A late bird was reported at Whixall Moss on 8th Oct. 
 
Great Grey Shrike One was found on Whixall Moss on 22nd Oct. Initially 
reported near the tower, it became wide ranging but was reported daily on the 
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Moss until 1st Nov. Occasional sightings followed and the last report was on 
Whixall Floods on 22nd Nov. 
 
Waxwing  One was reported near Little Wenlock on 17th Dec. 
 
Willow Tit   Calling birds were identified at High Vinnals on 16th 
Nov and Purslow Wood on 30th Nov. 
 
Yellow-browed Warbler A first year bird was caught and ringed at Whixall 
Moss on 1st Oct. 
 
Siberian Chiffchaff (ssp tristis) One was seen well and calling frequently at 
Choulton on 29th Oct. 
 
Cetti’s Warbler  One was heard singing at Venus Pool between 18th 
Oct -12th Dec. Two were reported at Chelmarsh Scrape between 20th – 28th 
Nov. A single was reported at Whixall Floods between 2nd Oct – 23rd Nov. 
 
Ring Ouzel  A late bird at Titterstone Clee was the only record, 
feeding amongst the Quarry buildings on 18th Nov. 
 
Fieldfare  The first sighting of ten came from Sheinton on 19th Oct. 
Numbers soon increased and 660 were logged at Cantlopgrove on 31st Oct. 

 
Redwing   Arrivals were noted from 2nd Oct with a steady increase 
in numbers culminating in a four figure counts during Oct.  2730 were logged at 
Cantlopgrove on 21st Oct. 
 
Black Redstart  One or two were reported at Titterstone Clee between 
1st   8th Oct. A juvenile was present at Whixall on 29th Oct. 
 
Northern Wheatear Reports of two late individuals came on 1st Oct at 
Titterstone Clee and 10th Oct at Sleap Airfield. 
 

Tree Sparrow   Just a single report! A single at Cruckmeole on 10th 
Oct. 
 
Brambling  The first report came from Severn Valley Country 
Park on 9th Oct and only a modest number of records followed topped by a 
count of 15+ at Silvington on 20th Dec. 
 
Hawfinch  Two were present in a Wheathill garden on 27th Nov. 
Multiple reports of a single in a Shakenhurst garden between 27th Nov and 
30th Dec were received. 
 



 
 
 

32 

Common Crossbill Reported from four locations. Just one double figure 
count from a site south of High Vinnals where 11 were present on 17th Dec. 
 

Corn Bunting  The maximum count was 15, present near Tibberton 
on 30th Dec. 12 were seen near Isombridge on 17th Dec.  
 
Some sightings are subject to acceptance by the County Records 
Committee. 
Records for Bird Notes are extracted from the quarterly Birdtrack report for 
Shropshire. Due to the volume of records produced, common species are not 
normally included. Please ensure your Records are accompanied with a 
sensible and accurate place name. Locations such as ‘My Garden’ or 
‘personal codes’ may not be useable in these notes. 
 
All records must be recorded by observers in Birdtrack by the 10th of the 
month following the end of each quarter to ensure consideration for inclusion. 
Given the short timescale for processing ‘Bird Notes’ it is not always possible 
to process personal lists. All rarities should either be entered into Birdtrack or 
submitted to the county recorder. 
 

Author and images not individually credited.  
Jim Almond 
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Indoor Meetings  

Shropshire Ornithological Society 
 

Bayston Hill Memorial Hall, Lyth Hill Road, Bayston Hill, Shrewsbury 
at 7:15pm 

For more details visit: http://www.shropshirebirds.com/indoor-meetings/ 
 
 

Wednesday, 5th April 2023, 7:15 p.m. Annual General Meeting followed by Jim 
Almond – “Two Decades at Venus Pool”. 
A talk looking back at some of the many highlights Jim has experienced at 
Venus Pool. 
 

Wednesday, 4th October 2023, 7:15 p.m. Jeff Clarke – “Why Birds Flock”. 
A fascinating look at bird behaviour in all its guises. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Shropshire Ornithological Society (Church Stretton) 
 

The Methodist Church Hall, Watling St. South, Church Stretton SY6 7BG 
Meetings commence at 7:30pm, doors generally open around 7:00pm. 

 

Monday, March 27th, 2023. “Lockdown Wildlife in Shropshire” by Geoff Hall 

Monday, October 23rd, 2023. “Another Year Birding in Shropshire” by Jim Almond. 
  

about:blank
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Field Trips 

Sunday – 23rd April 2023 – Rutland Water – By Coach – Organiser: Sue Brealey 

• Full Day – Meet at Shirehall Car Park to leave at 8am 

• Cost per person for the coach plus entry to the reserve. More details 
at a later date. Please book with Sue Brealey from January 2023 

• See www.lrwt.org.uk/rutland-water 
 

Sunday – 14th May 2023 – Elan Valley – By Car – Leader: Helen J. Griffiths 

• Full Day – Meet at Car Park at 10am 

• Post Code for SatNav: LD6 5HP 

• Grid Ref: SN 928 646 

• What3Words: dreading.weddings.resolved 

• Directions: From Rhayader follow the B4518 west out of the town. The 
left turn for the Visitor Centre is signposted after three miles. If 
following SatNav, ignore any advice to cross over the iron bridge, 
instead drive over cattle grid and the visitor centre is ahead of you. 

• See www.elanvalley.org.uk 

Tuesday 30th May – Sunday 4th June 2023 – Weekend Trip to Scotland – By Car – 
Organiser: Sue Brealey. 

• This trip is open to a maximum of 16, on a first come basis. Please 
contact Sue in order to make enquiries and/or to book places. 

 

July and August – No field trips 
 

Contact Details: Sue Brealey 07713 164463 
For updates, please check Breaking News on our website. 

http://www.shropshirebirds.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please send contributions for The Buzzard to buzzard@shropshirebirds.co.uk 

Copy deadline for the Summer 2023 issue is: 1 May 2023 
 

Views expressed in The Buzzard are those of the individual contributors and do not 
necessarily reflect those of the SOS or its Committees, unless otherwise stated. 

http://www.lrwt.org.uk/rutland-water
http://www.elanvalley.org.uk/
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