
Honey-buzzard survey 2021 

The survey is being organised nationally by the Rare Breeding Bird Panel, with 

support from BTO. See the RBBP website: https://rbbp.org.uk/honey-buzzard-2020/  

 

Method 

Honey-buzzards are happy to nest in any type of woodland - they generally favour an area 

with a good variety of woodland habitat, some heath/moorland edge and a few lakes or other 

wetlands.  

Surveyors will need to be experienced birders, confident they can separate Honey-buzzard 

from Common Buzzard over considerable distances (see ID section below), from watch-

points that give clear views over large areas of woodland. Some areas of woodland will 

require several watch-points to ensure full coverage. A typical watch should be of three-four 

hours duration in good weather during the period July 1st to August 31st, ideally 20 July – 20 

August. Two or preferably three visits at least a week apart over this period are necessary to 

confirm the presence of Honey-buzzards though hopefully any surveyors who find Honey-

buzzards will be keen to put in more time confirming breeding and the presence of fledged 

juveniles.  It should be stressed that visits to probable nesting woods are not required, and 

that the presence of breeding birds can be confirmed by observation of behaviour from the 

view-point. 

A more detailed methodology statement will be provided for all volunteers. 

Background info / ID 

Surveyors should look up the differences between BZ and HB in a good field guide such as 

Collins Bird Guide, and then look carefully at  

 https://www.birdguides.com/articles/identification/common-and-european-honey-
buzzards-photo-id-guide/ 

 https://www.bto.org/develop-your-skills/bird-identification/videos/bto-bird-id-summer-
buzzards-common-buzzard-and-honey-buzzard    

 http://honey-buzzard.blogspot.com/p/identification-revised.html  
 

Acceptance of Records 

Records need to be verified by the SOS Records Committee, so surveyors will need to 

submit a description of any Honey-buzzards seen. Guidance on how to do this will be 

supplied to all volunteers before the survey starts.  
 

Choose your wood 

Initially surveyors should notify the co-ordinator of the woodlands they would like to survey, 

using the map of Shropshire Woodlands of 0.2ha or more (overleaf). 

However, unless surveyors will make 2-3 visits to each of several vantage points for the 

larger woods, it will be necessary to co-ordinate allocation of watch points to ensure full  

coverage of many of them. 

The larger woodlands that we should try to cover include 

 Black Hill 

 Brown Clee / Boyne Estate 

 Bucknell Hill * 

 Bucknell Wood * 

 Eastridge Wood 

 Gittinshay Wood / Brook Coppice 

 Haughmond Hill 

 Hawkstone Park 

 Hopton 

 Linley * 
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 Pontesbury / Pontesford / Earl’s hills 

 Severn Gorge / Benthall Edge 

 Severn Valley / Apley Park 

 Shirlett 

 The Wrekin / Ercall 

 Twemlows Big Wood 

 Wenlock Edge (the continuously 

wooded scarp (north-western) slope, 

and the larger woods on the dip 

(south-eastern) slope, such as Upper 

Millichope * 

 Whixall Moss 

 Withins Wood / Bury Ditches * 

Volunteers may choose a different large wood, if it is potentially suitable habitat. 

Liaison with adjacent counties will be needed to ensure complete coverage of Mortimer 

Forest, Wyre Forest and Stowe / Stanage / Park Bank * 

Steve Roberts, who has been monitoring Honey-buzzards across the country for many years, 

has identified as priorities the woodlands marked *  

Leo Smith 
Survey Co-ordinator 

For Shropshire Raptor Group 
SOS Conservation Sub-committee 

 

Shropshire Woodlands of 0.2ha or more 


